PREFACE 

Talking with Authors and Readers 

Forestry is one of the important and basic industries of national economy, and it is also an important public welfare 
cause. Forestry takes service with optimization of environment of human being and economical development. The 
development of forestry is becoming a major component part of global development strategy. 

Since China has limited forest resources, expanding and making reasonable use of the existing forest resources is 
always being a central task for Chinese forestry researcher. With making a long effort, China has ended the passive state in 
keeping a continued decrease in forest volume, and entered the new stage for increasing in both forest area and forest 
volume. The existing area of forest is 200.6 million hectares and the percentage of forest coverage reaches 13.92%. The 
Total preserved area of artificial forest has reached up to 50 million hectares However, in comparison with forestry 
developed countries, China still has a long way to go and faces many problems and challenges in development of forestry. 
The present total amount of forest resources can not meet the demands of modernization construction and sustained 
development. The ecological environment still presents worsening tendency caused by soil erosion, desert land , flooding 
and windstorm. Protection and development of forest resources are yet a formidable task. 

Northeast Forestry University(NEFU), which is located in hinterland of state forest region, is a key university and 
backbone of the high forestry education and the scientific research, directly under the Ministry of Forestry, P R. China. It 
undertakes the task of urging forestry development of China and the word NEFU, established ini952, and possess 8 
national and the Ministry Forestry's key academic disciplines and the research programs have been expanded to more than 
100 study directions. Many scientific research achievements made by the university won awards of national level or awards 
of the Ministry of Forestry, and most of them have been put into practical use, which advances the construction and 
economic development of forest regions. 

NEFU pays great attention to international academic exchanges. It has academic exchanges with more than 100 
academic organizations and set up formal cooperative relations with 40 universities and institutes distributed in 20 countries 
and regions. The University created eight kinds of periodicals: Journal of Forestry Research{ in English), Journal of 
Northeast Forestry University(in Chinese, with English abstracts), Journal of Forest Engineering (in Chinese,), Journal of 
Forest Fire Prevention( In Chinese), Journal of Botanical Research(m Chinese), Journal of Wildlife{\n Chinese), Chinese 
Forestry Business(\r\ Chinese;, and Forestry Financial and accounting (in Chinese) 

The Journal of Forestry Research grew out of the Journal of Northeast Forestry University(English Edition), which was 
created in 1990. In the beginning time, it was published semi-annually, and changed into a quarter journal in 1994. This 
journal attracted attention and concerns from forestry academic figures and is having more and more contributors at home 
and from foreign countries. From Vol. 8, No.1, 1997, the Journal of Northeast Forestry UniversityfEnglish Edition) has been 
renamed as Journal of Forestry Research to expand the scope of the international academic exchanges in forestry and to 
deve op to an internationalized and specialized journal. The Journal of Forestry Research mainly reports on practice and 
researches in Forest management, Tree breading, Silviculture, Forest ecology, Forest soil, Forest disease and insect, 
Wildlife ecology and management, Wildlife protection and utilization, Wood science, Technology of wood processing 
Forest machine, Forest engineering. The publication size of the journal has been changed from 185 mm x260 mm to 
210mm x 285 mm. 

The first number of the Journal of Forestry Research in 1997 has met its readers with a new face, through the efforts of 
editors and colleagues. I sincerely wish the reading public, authors and forestry academic figures give suggestions, 
concerns and supports to the improvement and development of the Journal. Contributions are welcome. At meanwhile, we 
hope to cooperatively run the Journal of Forestry Research with foreign organization of forestry to enhance force of running 
the journal and improve quality. I believe that, with concerns and supports of authors, and as well as our sustained efforts, 
this Journal will be runned into a fine internationalized scientific periodical in future. 


Yang Chuanping 

Vice president of Northeast Forestry University 
Editor-in-Chief of Journal of Forestry Research 
March 20, 1997 
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